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US ambassador to celebrate
charity founded by Brown

Alan Jones
scotsman.com

The United States ambassa-
dor to the UK is to host a spe-
cial reception to mark the
work of a charity founded by
former prime minister Gor-
don Brown.

JaneDHartleywill praisethe
work of the Multibank, which
helps to distribute clothes,
bedding, baby, hygiene, toy
and furniture through a net-
workoflocal charitiesand care
professionals.

Ms Hartley says the Multi-
bank is “one of the best tools

by Amazon UK country man-
ager John Boumphrey and
Comic Relief chief executive
Samir Patel.

Amazon UKand ComicRelief
announced a £6 million com-
mitment over the next four
years to the Multibank Com-
ic Relief Fund to help expand
Multibanksacross the UK.

Ms Hartley said: “We must
lift up the most vulnerable
whentheyaredownandequip
young people with resources
asthey grow.

“Inboth the UKand the Unit-
ed States, there are still too

can puta smile on thousands
of children's faces this Christ-
mas and show them we care.

“The Multibank model
is simple: businesses have
household good surplus-
es, and via our community-
based charity partners we
can get them straight to the
people who need them. No
product ever needs be wast-
ed whilst we have families in
need of them.”
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tributing surplus stock from
the online giant's returns cen-
tre in Fife, to families sup-
ported by The Cottage Fami-
ly Centre, in nearby Kirkcaldy,
whereMr Brownisalong-time
patron.

There are now five Multi-
bank charity centres across
Britain, which have distribut-
ed fivemillion products to half
amillion families.

Supportprofessionalsreport

getting Multibankgoodstothe
familieswhoneed themis pre-
venting them from fallinginto
crisis, and stopping children
frombeing taken into care.
Ms Hartley and Mr Brown
will be joined at the reception

one of the best tools we have
to provide essential goods to
the people who need them the
most. I have always believed
thatcompanieshavearespon-
sibility to give back to the
world; to do good, not just to
dowell”

Mr Brown said: “I'm delight-
ed US Ambassador Jane Hart-
ley is joining our Multibank
Coalition of Compassion. She
joinsfootball,rugbyand sports
clubs, celebrities from film,
theatre and music-including
David Tennant, Peter Capal-
di, Michael Sheen and Simon
Cowell-incalling on suppliers
and funders to donate goods
to Britain's Multibank so we
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Gordon Brown says donation of goods will put a smile on children’s faces at Christmas
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